OMAS SISKONA of Kitchener-Waterloo ART CARDS

2025-26 COLLECTON

8 Artist-Inspired Cards
Reusable
All-occasion

5” x 6.25”

4 Cards—$12.00
Single cards—$3.50

The cards in this collection have been created using the image of a small quilt from our 2014-15
“CREATING FUTURES: Threads of Hope for African Grandmothers” textile art fundraising initiative.
On the back of each card you'll find the artist’s name and inspiration statement, each inspired by
themes of hope, resilience, caring, appreciation and understanding.

The sale of these cards supports our Mission to raise funds and promote greater community
awareness of the Grandmothers Campaign

To purchase cards contact:
Ann kdawilkinson70@gmail.com OR 519-884-6122
Hilary hilarybwalsh@hotmail.com OR 519-886-8254

All proceeds donated to the Stephen Lewis Foundation
Grandmothers to Grandmother Campaign



Art Card Inspiration Statements

1. UNCONDITIONAL LOVE

“In this piece, | have tried to portray the love that extends from Grandmother to Grandchild.

The "connection" is profound, and difficult to put into words. We Grandmothers, all over the world, applaud those
in Africa who have accepted and risen to the challenge in support of their precious Grandchildren.

It is truly an honour to stand in solidarity alongside them. | hope they feel our strength and love.” Joyce O’Connell

2. HIDDEN ROOTS

“I am always inspired by the beauty of nature and my love of colour. Each spring my garden begins to emerge to
dazzle me with colour and beauty. | have tried to capture that in this fibre art piece and show how it represents
the roots of Africa---the unseen grandmothers---who took up the challenge to raise their orphaned grandchildren.
These children will now have a chance to grow and create a new future for Africa.” Judy Taylor
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3. FLOWERS OF HOPE

“Flowers start from a seed buried deep in the soil, hidden from the cold and turbulent weather. Soft rain sends goodness
and sun cuddles them as they sprout strong stems, blossoming, casting beautiful colour over the land. The flowers signify
the African children. Small children escape into themselves burying the ugly suffering they have to endure. Caring grand-
mothers come forward. Through resilience and determination they provide nourishment and love to the children’s bodie
and souls, allowing them to blossom above the ugly past and helping them to create a vibrant future full of compassion
and hope. Hope rises!” Carol Barnhardt

4. FOOTPRINTS FOR CHANGE

“In the summer of 2011, | traveled to Africa (Uganda) on a mission trip. | was overwhelmed by the great distances
women travelled by foot. They travel for their basic family needs; food, water, education and worship of God.

By simply putting one foot in front of the other, these women remind us that our daily journeys are something

to be thankful for.” Nancy Winn



“Inspired by my great admiration for Africa’s grandmothers, Rooted in Spirit expresses my vision of a grandmother
as Acacia tree, a symbol of maternal protection, provider and link to the past.

Often standing alone, she is tall, strong, resilient and full of grace. She is firmly rooted in the present as she raises
her arms [tree limbs] to embrace her grandchildren while deeply connected to the sleeping souls [in the roots be-
low] of her adult children lost to the AIDS pandemic. She is caring, full of hope for the future and deeply rooted in
spirit.” Hilary Walsh
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6. ENTWINED 2

“The imagery symbolizes the growth of understanding and hope. Ferns break through the ground every spring,
curled up into tight balls. Once above ground, and with the nurturing of soil, sun, and water, they unfurl and grace
the world. Since all our lives on the planet are interconnected, we can only survive in the long term with a fair shar-
ing of resources. We wish to send to the Grandmothers and those whom they nurture, the hope to carry on, to
know that the children they raise will unfurl and grow like our small ferns”. Carmella Karijo Rother
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7. A NEW DAY IS DAWNING.

A New Day is Dawning shows a grandmother and grandchild, off at sunrise to secure water and other necessities
for the day. The helping hands in the border represent grandmothers through the Stephen Lewis Foundation, who
are assisting African grandmothers raising their orphaned grandchildren. The grandmother and grandchild are
holding hands signifying the help they must give each other in order to survive.” Isobel King

8. HOPE IS A STAR

"Hope is a star that shines in the night...and none shall be afraid."

This advent hymn came into my sewing room while | was contemplating this project, and refused to leave. So |
have tried to use it to express my own aspiration that the strong sense of purpose and determination that we have
seen growing in our African sisters will continue to guide them forward to a new reality, a life for themselves and
their grandchildren that is a new dawn beyond the HIV/AIDS pandemic.” Penny Cressman



